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The Huffington Post: 'Cannibal Cop' Trial 

NEW YORK — A New York police officer charged with conspiring to kill and eat women does not plan to testify at his Man-

hattan trial, making it likely that the trial is nearing its end. 

Defense lawyers for Officer Gilberto Valle notified the judge that the 28-year-old Queens resident will not be testifying.  

Sergey Merenkov, 34, testified on Feb. 19 that he and partners started the website in 2010 to create a Facebook-like envi-

ronment for people with kinky fantasies. Prosecutors say Valle met co-conspirators interested in capturing, raping, killing, 

cooking and eating women on the site. 

He testified that the majority of the website's 4,500 active users – 25 percent of which he estimates to be women – are in 

the United States or Europe. 

A prosecutor asked him if some subjects discussed on the website would be illegal if they were carried out, such as sex 

with dead bodies, one of the site's more popular subjects. 

"Yes, but reality is one thing and fantasy is completely a different thing," he responded. 

Merenkov's testimony was aimed at supporting defense arguments that Valle was role-playing when he spoke in dramatic 

details with others on the Internet about killing and cooking at least six women he knew, including his wife. 

After prosecutors finished showing their evidence Monday, defense attorney Edward Vas argued Valle should be exoner-

ated by the judge because the government failed to show there was "a true second participant" in the supposed conspira-

cy, only fellow role-playing Internet friends. 

The judge did not immediately rule. The government has conceded that Valle never met the purported Internet co-

conspirators and that no women were harmed. 

Valle was arrested in October after his wife discovered the chats on his computer and fled their home, turning a computer 

over to the FBI in Reno, Nev. He was charged with conspiring to kidnap, kill and eat women, which carries the potential 

for a life sentence. He also faces a lesser charge that he illegally accessed a national crime database to research kidnap 

targets. 

 In your opinion– which is more important, 

intention or action? 

 Do you think intention without action is 

punishable? 

 Do you think action without intention is 

meaningless?  

 



Kuzari: Fifth Essay 

 Is having good intentions enough to be rewarded or one is only 

rewarded by good deeds? 

 What does Rav Yehudah HaLevi believe to be more important, 

actions or intentions? 


